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Hubner’s kind, here mentioned, is only a variety of
that I call creta, tripela alba diéta, p. 76. N° 1. Your
Lordfhip will pleafe to obferve, that of all the faid
kinds none are produced in general by any fuch ope-
rations of nature, as Mr. Hubner intimates ; therefore,
my Lord, reafon will convince, that this is only a
partial and local origin of his Tripoli, by concurring
circumftances of wood and Tripoli buried together in
the bowels of a volcano ; for as we find this very {pe-
cies elfewhere produced without fuch circumftances,
it is certain they are not the fole efficient caufes of
its production.
I am, with great fubmiffion and refpe,

My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s moft devoted,
moft obliged, and moft obedient
humble fervant,

Bearbinder Lane,  Fmanyel Mendes da Cofta.
19 June, 1759,

XXII. A remarkable Cafe of an Empyema.
By My. Jofeph Warner, F. R. S. and Sur-
geon to Guy's Hofpital.

Read June zs,MO RRIS EVANS, aged 30 years,
1759- on the 13th of March, 1759, was
admitted into Guy’s hofpital, with a remarkable com-
plaint in his cheft, which attacked him in the month
of Auguft 1758, with the fymptoms of a pleurify.
' Upon
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Upon infpection it appeared, that the left fide of the
thorax was greatly inlarged, and prodigioufly dif-
tended : the pectoral mufcle was fomewhat raifed up;
on preflure it felt foft, and readily gave way: upon a
removal of the preflure, the integuments refumed
their former appearance, no marks of impreflion re-
maining on this, or any other part of the thorax, fo
as to conftitute the charatteriftic of an cedematous
fwelling. :

The {paces betwixt the gth and 1oth, and betwixt
the 1oth and 11th ribs, counting from above, were
vifibly inlarged, and fomewhat elevated: they felt
foft, and yielded to the fingers; but were not at all
inflamed, or otherwife difcoloured. Upon examina-
tion, I difcovered a fluctuation in both thefe parts.
The general fymptoms that attended this cafe were
fimilar to thofe arifing from all confiderable collec-
tions of fluids depofited in either cavities of the
thorax: for inftance, the patient had a continual
flow fever; a fhort cough, but without the leaft ex-
peGoration of matter ; a great difficulty in refpiration,
particularly in the alts of expiration. He was inca-
pable of lying down on the right fide, without very
great uneafinefs ; he was much emaciated ; and his
countenance was uniformly fallow : he did not com-
plain of fo much pain, or fo great a difficulty in
breathing, when in an ereét pofture, as I have fome-
times obferved in difeafes of this kind even where
the quantity of extravafated fluid has been much
lefs; but at the fame time I muft acknowlege, that
no fair inference could be deduced from hence, be~
caufe of the peculiar pofition the difeafed fide was
put in when the poor man fat down, or ftood up;
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either of which he was incapable of doing without
being fupported. The left fide of the thorax inclined
forwards, and protuberated in a peculiar manner, fo
as to give the head and trunk an horizontal pofture ;
in which pofition of the body, the weight of the con-
tained fluid moft certainly was, in part, prevented
from prefiing {o forcibly upon the left portion of the
diaphragm, the mediaftinum, and the right portion
of the lungs, as it muft neceflarily have done in a
more eret pofition of the body. He had one fym-
ptom, which I had never before obferved in patients
labouring under this complaint ; that is, he was in-
capable of lying on his back, without bringing on
very alarming threats of fuffocation ; but he did not
remember ever to have heard any noife or rattling of
the pus upon motion. He could lie moft conveni-
ently on his left fide ; but even that pofture was of
late become very painful to him. Infhort, hecould
find no tolerable pofture to put his body into, but
that of inclining it confiderably forwards, which (I
have already obferved) he was under a neceflity of
doing, to enable him to draw his breath ; and I dare
venture to fay, that, upon attending to the fubfe-~
quent part of the hiftory of this poor mortal’s cafe,
the reafon, why fuch effeéts thould be produced from
fuch a caufe, will very readily occur to thofe, who
have a moderate degree of knowlege of the formation
and ufes of thefe parts of the human body. Upon
making an incifion upon the moft prominent part of
the fpace betwixt the 1oth and 11th rib, in the cavity
of the thorax of the left fide, at leaft eight Winchef-
ter quarts of a thin yellow matter, not at all feetid,
was difcharged upon the fpot in a full fiream: the

matter
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matter iffued thro’ the wound by leaps, and was
projected at the diftance of two yards and upwards
from the patient’s body: he did not faint during the
operation, nor afterwards ; but from that moment he
grew eafy ; his {fymptoms abated ; he flept well at
night; and the next day he had no bad {ymptoms,
except that his difficulty in breathing was not quite
removed. This, indeed, could not reafonably be ex-
pected, confidering the long difufe and extenfion
which the diaphragm, the intercoftal mufcles, and
the reft of the mufcles of refpiration, had undergone
from the preflure and weight of the confined matter,
joined to the injury which the lungs themfelves had
fuftained. He continued with very little alteration
till the fourth day, when his refpiration became worfe,
accompanied with bad nights, a quick pulfe, a great
difcharge of ‘feetid matter from the wound, and a
fluthing in his face. Thefe fymptoms remained till
the oth. To-day his breathing was better, his pulfe
became more calm, the fluthings in his face difap-
peared ; but the difcharge was confiderable in quan-
tity, and he complained of a want of appetite, which,
till now, had been tolerably good ever fince the ope-
ration.  On the tenth day, his difficulty of breathing
returned ; the difcharge was very great, and offen-
{ive ; he had very little fleep laft night: in fhort, he
feems greatly upon the decline. 11th, 12th, and
13th, he continued much as on the 1oth. 14th and
1 §th days he has had more fleep than ufual ; his ap-
petite very bad ; cough frequent, and troublefome;
difcharge very thin, and ‘confiderable in quantity.
Upon exerting his powers in the act of expiration, to
difcharge the matter from the cavity, there appeared

an
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an eminence betwixt the 7th and 8th ribs (counting
from above) on the anterior lateral part of the tho-
rax, which was very tender ; but, upon his ceafing
to exert himfelf, the fwelling difappeared. 16th and
17th days, his cough very troublefome; the difcharge
from the wound was great; the matter very thin,
and feetid 5 he gets very little fleep ; his pulfe quick,
and low ; his tongue dry, and parched: in thort, to
all appearance, he feemed to have a very fhort time
to live. But, notwithftanding thefe threatening fym-
ptoms, he very unexpectedly furvived till the 10th of
June following (exally 12 weeks from the time of
his undergoing the firft operation). In the middle of
the month of April next preceding his death, he
thought himfelf much better than he had been for
many days before : his difcharge at this time was
much leflened ; but his pulfe was very weak, and
fluttering.

About three weeks before the patient’s death, a
fecond opening was made by incifion betwixt the
11th and 12th ribs by my collegue Mr. Way, under
whofe immediate care this poor man was from the
day of his admiffion into the hofpital, and who treated
him with the greateft humanity and judgment.
Three days before the patient’s deceafe, the {welling
betwixt the 7th and 8th ribs burft of itfelf, and dif-
charged at leaft a pint of matter, that was exceed-
ingly offenfive.

Upon opening the body, the following particulars
were difcovered : the right portion of the lungs was
greatly ulcerated on its fuperior part, where it ad-
hered firmly to the pleura: on the inferior part of
the cavity, the lungs adhered to the diaphragm; the

lobes:
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lobes of the lungs on this fide were not fo much
wafted as I expected they would have been, from the
great degree of preflure which they had.fo long fu-
ftained from the prodigious quantity of matter, that
was confined in the oppofite cavity of the thorax ;
nor was there any extravafation in the right cavity of
the thorax.

The lobes of the lungs on the left fide were almoft
intirely deftroyed: in this cavity there was near a
quart of feetid matter; the whole of its internal fur-
face was ulcerated, and the two inferior ribs were
carious in the neighbourhood of the fecond opening.
In every other part the ribs were found; fo was the
fternum,

The pericardium and heart appeared in their natu-
ral ftate. ‘'The injury done to the internal furface of
the left cavity of the thorax was fo great, as to have
deftroyed almoft the whole of the intercoftal mufcles
on that fide of the trunk.

N. B. It may be worth remarking, that this pa-
tient did not any time fuffer the leaft inconvenience
from the preflure of the external air, which entered
into the cavity of the thorax thro’ the incifions, as
has been faid by authors to have happened in a great
degree 'in the like cafes ; but as that effe was not
produced in this, or any other inftances of the like
kind, which has come under my infpection, I am
inclined to conjeGure, that the bad effets of the
preflure of the external air, when admitted thro’ an
opening made into the cavity of the thorax, is fuch
an inconvenience as may rather be fuppofed to be
likely to happen, than has been really known to hap-
pen often; the act of breathing having never been

in
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in the leaft fufpended, altho’ the epenings made into
the cavity have been very large, and the time taken
for dreffing the patient (fometimes once, fometimes
twice a day) has been very confiderable ; but, on the
contrary, at every drefling, I have obferved, that the
patient has breathed with greater freedom and eafe
than he could do before the performance of this ope-
ration, or even for fome hours before the dreflings
were renewed. As the matter in this difeafe lies
loofely in the cavity of the thorax, there isno greater
danger of wounding the lungs in this operation, than
there is of wounding the inteftines or omentum, in
~ tapping the abdomen _in the afcites ; and if the me-
thod be purfued, which I have recommended for
making the 'incifion thro’ the intercoftal mufcles,
there will be no danger of wounding the intercoftal
artery, which is a circumftance much dreaded by
fome pralitioners, but with no great reafon. How-
ever, was this to happen, it would probably not be
attended with any bad confequences, as the bleeding
might very readily be ftopped by preflure, or other-
wife. '

Hatton Garden, .
June 28, 17 59: JOf: Warneg.

XXIH, Ex-



